Our climate is already changing and whatever we do to mitigate future effects of climate
change by reducing our greenhouse gas emissions, we are locked into a system where our
emissions 30 years ago are affecting our climate today. Therefore, using scenarios for the
future, we need to begin planning on how we can adapt to the changes in climate that have
been predicted.

The Nottingham Declaration commits us to working “with key providers, including the
health community, businesses and development organisations, to assess the potential effects
of climate change on our communities, and to identify ways in which we can adapt”.

Water

Water supply will be erratic due to our changing climate, so whilst we need to reduce our
demand of the finite resource, especially as droughts are likely to become more common,
we also need to make sure we are prepared for the times of the year when excess water

may cause problems.

Maintaining quality of green spaces
Climate change will have an impact on our natural environment that we can begin to prepare
for now e.g. in our plans for the type of vegetation we plant.

Local development and building design

The Local Development Framework, a new way of delivering planning, is adaptable to
changes to ensure that our latest knowledge on climate change can be incorporated into
documents in the plan.

Public health

The Department for Health identifies a number of climate-related health issues which this
action plan begins to address. This is an area where work with our partners in the health
trusts will be crucial.

Climate Change Action Plan — DRAFT December 2006
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